CHAKALI

people
Chakali or ChakalEE  (pronounce EE as in English “head”) is the plural; for the singular one must say “Chakali man”, “Chakali woman” etc.

language
Chakali

home area
Chakali         about 200 sq km

other local peoples
Dagaaba, Tampulma, Fulani

villages
Bulenga (2,392) and Chagu (1,765) are the largest villages in the area, but the people are mixed Walii-Chakali speakers. 



Ducie (population 1,302*) is the largest predominantly Chakali –speaking village (for other villages see “Language” below).

chief in 2008


name of God
Kuo wisa, Kuoru wisa

principal god


main occupation
farming

* a 2006 report for a “small town water programme” gave a population estimate of 4,000 for Ducie, but this seems to have been a large overestimate.
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location
13 villages in Wa East District (capital Funsi); from  Bulenga and Chagu (35 km 
E of Wa) to Gulumbele (70 km  E of Wa) 
DANIEL KANGANU, MORE THAN A FARMER 


Daniel, interviewed by PB, explains the various responsibilities he has taken on


Daniel attended Primary school in Ducie, and completed Middle Form IV at Wa in 1971, in the days when Middle School represented a respectable standard of education. He joined his elder brother farming near Kintampo in 1983, but returned home in 1992 to grow yams locally and at the same time to look after his sick mother. Since she died in 1998, Daniel has remained in Ducie farming. now serving in the following four fields: 


Plan Ghana International   Since 2004 Daniel has been a volunteer with PGI, keeping individual records of some 90 or more children aged 3-10 who are supported by sponsors in many countries, especially the UK. Daniel helps children to write replies and acknowledge small gifts, on pre-printed sheets.


Linguistics    Since 2005 he has been the main assistant of Jonathan Brindle, a linguistics scholar of the Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Trondheim, whose has made a detailed study the of the Chakali language.


Ghana Health Service records  Daniel keeps records of birth, death, sickness, and other events affecting individuals in the village, for the District office in Funsi; their staff visit Ducie at least every month to collect the information.



Borehole/solar-powered pump    He did a technical training course which equipped him to maintain the solar-panel/borehole installation (see “water” below).  All these activities eventually led him to give up farming in 2005.
CHAKALI POPULATION

Table 1
CHAKALI COMPARED BY YEAR  (note descriptions of source)
	sources of data
PLACES
	1960 Census
	2000 Census (village totals)
	2006 Joshua Pro estimate
	2006 Brindle est (Chak speakers)
	2010 estimate (all languages)

	4 entirely Chakali villages
	                  Chakali           not              listed
	   
3,147
	
	4,000
	4,000

	7 mainly Chakali villages
	
	4,815
	
	
	5,000

	Bulenga and Chagu (mixed Chakali and Walii)
	
	   4,157
	
	
	    4,500

	WA EAST DISTRICT Total
	
	12,119
	14,000
	6,130
	13,500



The total number of Chakali speakers in 2010 was likely to be around 10,000+. Though in decline compared with other languages, the actual number of speakers is slowly growing.  See table in the “History” section.

NOTE:   2000 Census figures and later estimates should reflect Chakali immigrants from Mole Game Park, described in the next section. 

MIGRATION


There are many Chakali in Wa, and also in Accra and Obuasi, where they work in the gold mines.  There are Chakali Unions in Wa (chairman: Kuuri Danyegri, retired agriculture officer, from Tisa) and Obuasi [other addresses or contacts, please], but in Accra they are not organised.  The Chakali Union in Wa is known as “Three Spears” (see Inheritance, below).


Inward migration     Tampulma formerly living in the Mole Game Park were resettled in 1963, and the following Tampulma villages were located in Chakali, bringing perhaps 1,000 or more non-Chakali-speakers into the area. Movement of villages was not always a neat or consistent operation. Many villagers simply scattered and freely chose where they would reside in future. Many people of Gbunwale settled at Ducie, probably because they had family ties there; others at Jentilpe and elsewhere. 

	original village in Park
	new location in Chakali

	Gbunwale
	Gbanwale (section of Ducie village)

	Kawu
	Holomuni

	Konkori
	Bawina

	Gbentala
	New Gbentala

	Sala
	Wawaa

	Buge
	Jentilpe


LANGUAGE

CHAKALI is a Gur language of the Grusi (West Ghana) sub-group, related to Tampulma, Vagla, and Sisaala, and thought to be nearest to Vagla or Tampulma.


Language use     In 4 villages Chakali is spoken by all inhabitants and is the only effective medium for daily communication (Motigu, Ducie, [Gulum]Bele=Gulli, and Katua, total population 3,147).  


In 7 other villages Chakali is spoken by a majority, but most people speak some Walii, Dagaare, or English as well  (Kandia, Torsa, Bisikan, Tissa, Dupari, Sogola, Gilan, total population 4,815) 


Tampulma is spoken in the villages where Tampulma were resettled following removal from their homes in the Mole Game Reserve.


Chakali who go to markets in Bulenga, Ducie, or Wa need to be able to communicate also in Walii.


Dagaare and English are the only languages taught in Upper West schools, and English is the medium of instruction. Main factors discouraging use of Chakali and Tampulma are the school curriculum and the lack of teaching materials in those languages. Other factors: students are not allowed to use Chakali at school; the headmasters of schools in Chakali villages tend to be Wala. 


Failure to promote use of the mother tongue in primary education deprives a people of an important level of creativity; it also endangers survival of the culture. Chakali is therefore not only a very small language, one of the smallest in Ghana; it is also a language in danger of dying out altogether (JB).  Chakali is being replaced by Walii in Sogla and Torsa (DK).  


Wilks mentions that at the time of the 1921 Census the “Chakalle” were already identifying themselves, or being identified by the Census enumerators, as “Wala”. He adds, “Their language, a Sisala one, is rapidly giving way to Wala, and the beginning of their assimilation appears to date from the middle of the nineteenth century” (Wilks 16, 17). Though the decline of Chakali was noted so long ago, it remains a significant medium of communication a century later. 

HD says, The word “Chakali” has two meanings.  It has a linguistic meaning, those who speak Chakali; but this criterion is impossible to define as every village has a different mix of languages, and within Chakali itself every village has a different vocabulary and linguistic pattern.  It also has a historical/relational meaning: those who are part of the Chakali family, whether or not they speak Chakali.   (HD)


Dialects  The language of Bulenga and nearby Chagu is “Bulingi”(HD), or “Chakali Mankuo”(DK), a mix of Chakali and Walii, rather than pure Chakali.

LITERACY, BIBLE TRANSLATION


In the 1990s a dozen inhabitants of Ducie were introduced to literacy by members of the ECG church including a missionary, who produced two literacy primers.  The literacy work was not continued, but some copies of the primers survive  (TN).


Brindle has recorded some Chakali stories and is preparing literacy materials (DK).

ORIGINS, HISTORY, AND AUTHORITY

Reported by Henry Daanaa: 


A tradition:  Vagal, Tampal, Paasaal, Potuul, Chakal, were a family of five sisters.  Chakal, as the youngest, was most loved.



Bulenga has a cave called Bulenga kuuri  = “under the rock at Bulenga”.
 Other villages also have caves, which can hold up to 100 people. Caves were used as sanctuaries or hiding places during the days of slave raiding. The last time caves were used for sanctuary was the 1890s-1900s, when Babatu and Samori were raiding the area. Some say the caves are still used for ritual purposes.    (Based on Wilks “Wa and the Wala”)


Wa had imposed its authority north and east of Wa town, but shortly before the British establishd their rule the Wa Na told Ferguson that a number of villages were currently in rebellion. These were Dagaaba villages; it is not clear whether Chakali villages were involved in the rebellion (Wilks 8).

Following competing attempts, by George Ekem Ferguson for the British, and by French agents, to establish treaties with local chiefs, the French by a Convention of 1898 gave up their claims to land east of the Black Volta (the present Ghana-Burkina Faso border) leaving the whole present territory of Dagaaba and Wala under British administration. Wilks quotes a 1898 report by Capt D Mackworth as defining the eastern boundary of Wa as “a line from the Kulpawn River through Dusie [Ducie]; Dusei and its small villages being the most east [part of] Wa district.”

Daanaa


Referring to their fate under the British, Daanaa, who called the the Chakali “an acephalous people under indirect rule”, says that Chakali had not been subject to Wa prior to British rule. Each tao or village was governed by a council of nihese (elders) headed by a taotina (land owner) who held that position as a descendent of the first settler. Thus rule was corporate rather than individual. Other officials included the vugotina (priest of the vugo or cult); the koro or bong-na (war chief); and  the vorgo or vudi (diviner). Each village was independent in its own right, and inter-village disputes were mostly settled through either matrilineal or patrilineal descent groups which crossed divisions between individual villages. 


The new colonial authorities did not realise that statelessness or an acephalous society was a social system in its own right and had for many generations been an effective way of governance in this area. 
The British rulers . . . implemented in northern Ghana a policy of “indirect rule”, under which all minor traditional authorities who had not had chiefs in the past were subjected to the larger and more powerful chiefly peoples.  As a result the Chakali, who were acephalous, lost their ability to control their own area, and came under Wala control.


Contrary to Chakali custom, the District Commissioner and the Wa Na regarded the bong-na rather than the taotina as effective ruler of a village; the bong-na became a chief, subject to the Wa Na. The bong-na was responsible for law and order in the village and thus became the local judge as well; court fees and fines on offenders became part of his remuneration. Instead of villages settling their disputes between themselves as before, this became the duty of the Bulenga-Na. (HD)  


HD records that the District Commissioner appointed one Anjamani as Bulenga-Na against the advice of local leaders who knew his character and his reputation for evil magic. He was given chiefly authority directly over the bong-nas in the other Chakali villages, thus by-passing the taotinas, and he was presented with the usual colonial “chiefly medallion”. 


Later, because of some irresponsible actions, the chiefly medallion was taken back from him. Subsequent Bulenga-Na were ordinary headmen (partly based on information given by the Nadoli Nayiri in July 1987 in an interview. Thus the status of Chakali as a separate people was further down-graded. 


In the violent conditions of the 19th century this family of villages frequently met together when the need for defence required united action. The need still arose occasionally up to the 1950s, but since that time it has not been necessary. (HD)

 
However the wider Chakali family continues to function at two levels: for marriage purposes it functions as an endogamous* group united by blood relationship, and for purposes of land use or ownership the 13 Chakali villages each have a taotina, land owner / land priest, tendana,  who makes independent decisions about allocation of land.  (HD)

AUTHORITY


Today, as throughout Ghana, each village is subject to two systems of rule. On the one hand there is the secular administrative authority, the District Assembly. Wa East has its District Assembly offices at Funsi, some 30 km from Ducie, and is represented locally by elected “assemblymen” who are usually natives of the area, and serve as personal links between their village or group of villages and the Assembly.


On the other hand there are the traditional authorities: first, the Wala chief of the village, who is appointed from Wa; and secondly a Chakali tendana – taotiina or totina (landowner) (plur totma) – who also sits on a skin (DK); to reach the paramountcy a village chief must ascend through his “gate”.


To guard the graves of chiefs against hyenas, which sometimes came to dig up the dead, three of the four gates to the chieftaincy have nangama-ata,  guards or “spears”. (DK and HD)   
INHERITANCE   

Chakali are traditionally matrilineal, but, because they have had Wala chiefs for many years, tendalung (chiefly authority) is passed on in the patrilineal line. Their original, traditional matrilineal system still operates in regard to care or ownership of shrines (hiang); care of a shrine is the right of the firstr settler and his descendants. Some cattle stock is also inherited matrilineally. (HD)


Children cannot inherit. 

COMPOUND

FARMING, HUNTING, FISHING


Yams are grown for home consumption and for sale out of the area, especially to Wa markets.  Farmers prepare seed-beds for planting yams in February to April, as the rainy season is approaching then.  (DK and JB)


Hunting    HD’s father was reputed to have killed 29 bush cows, 2 lions, and one leopard. Since the park was created, Chakali hunters have had no opportunity to hunt because most of the species formerly hunted are extinct outside the Park; but bats and other small mammals (such as bush pigs, if you are clever enough to kill one) are hunted and eaten.  (DK, JB ) 

TRADE AND DAILY LIFE


Trade, markets    There are markets in Wa, Bulenga, Ducie, and Katua, held at 6-day intervals, and people travel there and back by lorry. 
There are stores in Bulenga but the range of goods is limited and variable.  (JB, HD)


Crafts     There is one woodworker with good general skills, capable of making drums. 


Water    High prevalence of guinea-worm (sometimes 6 or more cases a month recorded by Daniel Kanganu) made the Chakali area a priority for provision of clean water, and since 2005 boreholes and hand-pumps have been installed in all villages. As the main settlement, Ducie was chosen for installation of a solar-powered mechanical pump in 2007, and Daniel Kanganu was trained to maintain it. The trainer made fortnightly 3-day visits over a 3-month period, using flip-charts and a manual. At the borehole site, 1.5 km from Ducie, there is a 4 cubic metre concrete reservoir at ground level; pipes were laid to the village and to 6 standpipes. The solar panels have no batteries, so pumping ceases daily when they cease to operate.


The installation was financed by Ghana government with the help of Danida, DFID, and Jimmy Carter Foundation. 


Following installation early in 2007, guinea-worm infection dropped and Ducie recorded not a single case in the year 2008.


Food     Outside Wa, little or no food is sold by the road.  You cannot buy oranges in the Chakali area. 

EDUCATION AND HEALTH  [please supply missing information for all villages]
	place
	school
	health post
	church
	mosque
	

	Bulenga
	PR-JHS-SHS?
	health post - ? staff – transport?
	
	? mosques
	

	Chagu
	
	
	
	
	

	Katua
	
	
	
	
	

	Torsa
	
	
	
	
	

	Tissa
	
	
	
	
	

	Sogola
	
	
	
	
	

	Bisikan
	
	
	
	
	

	Motigu
	
	
	
	mosque – bldg?
	

	Ducie
	JHS – yrs 1-3
	CHPS 5 staff 

– 2 m/c – accom – 2 mthly visits
	Wholistic Gospel Church
	-
	

	Gulumbele
	
	
	
	
	

	Kandia
	
	
	
	
	

	Dupari
	
	
	
	
	

	Gilan
	
	
	
	
	



Education     In 2008-09 there were Primary schools in every village, and SHS at Bulenga. Ducie had Kindergarten, Primary, and first three forms of JHS, with a specially-built small compound to house teachers Most of the teachers were local residents serving under the Youth Employment programme; they undertake five years of in-service training by a distance learning scheme which provides excellent text-books.


See appendix, which illustrates how population increase and promotion from lower to higher grades affects the pattern of education in Ducie.

	Textbooks for Primary School:   

	English
	provided for classes 1-6

	Maths
	provided for classes 1-6


	Religious and moral education
	few books provided 

	Science
	provided for classes 4-6 only

	Natural science
	no text-books

	Creative art
	no text-books

	Ghana language
	no text-books

	ITC 
	no text-books



An education officer visits Ducie periodically [at what intervals?]  (eg in December 2008)


Health    A health worker based in Bulenga makes over 50 “surveillance” visits a year by motor-bike to collect records from Daniel Kanganu, who is provided with record books for births, deaths, sickness, and other “vital events”. The Registrar is based 60 km away in Funsi.    


The area is served by a health post at Bulenga. In response to local demand GHS offered to provide CHPS staff if the Ducie community built premises. Their mud-and-metal-sheet building was replaced in 2001 by concrete-block premises including staff accommodation, erected on community land under a “community participation” scheme: the contractor provided 3 masons and 1 carpenter, the community provided labour on a daily basis as required. 


The CHPS zone in Ducie opened in 2001, manned by one trained community health nurse/midwife. By 2006 there were also four CHPS-trained staff serving under the Youth Employment Programme. There is a District Hospital 65 km away in Wa; but outside Bulenga and Ducie most people depend on traditional medicine because travel is too expensive.


Women attend the CHPS clinic for ante-natal and post-natal care but most prefer to have their babies at home with TBAs.

SERVICES


Transport    In the 1970s there was one lorry a week between Wa and Ducie; now there is usually one lorry to Ducie every day. Metro Mass Transit and one private minibus run daily between Wa and Bulenga.


Police, post offices      Chakali is very poorly served: the nearest police station is in Bulenga, the nearest post office in Wa.

Electricity     There are some electricity poles on the road from Wa to Bulenga but no wiring, so power does not reach any of the Chakali villages. Up to 2010 there was no target date for wiring and connection.

Mobile phones     The whole area beyond Bulenga is supposed to be covered by MTN but in practice coverage is irregular.

RELIGION

	estimated %age
	Traditional
	Muslim
	Christian
	No religion

	1986
	                         95

	?
	-
	?

	2009
	52
	18
	30
	15


Traditional Religion


God    The Chakali name for God is Kuo wisa, Kuoru wisa (chief god); he must be mentioned first when libation is being poured.  


Earth shrines    The principal earth shrine in the area is in a cave in Bulenga.

local Ducie god     [name? priest? where is the shrine? any ceremonies?] 
One house in Ducie has a god Kala, who is also planted in Gulumbele.


Other gods and powers     The god of Gulumbele is Dadbantologu (see chapter on Festivals).

The god Kooli is believed to be able to kill people.  (DK, JB)


Individuals make their own personal gods, vuk or vug [please give correct spelling and plural form], often of carved wood or moulded in mud, or just a heap of stones. They believe the god has been serving them, and therefore bring drink and may sacrifice an animal after some time. But not everyone has a vuk.


During jintigi a man may invite friends for a meal and refer to his vuk.


Women do not have a vug.


Ancestors


Sacrifices, libation     There are popular shrines at Gulumbele and Sogola, to which people come with requests, and they themselves decide what they will promise to give the shrine later if their request is granted.


Divination      There is a vorgo or vudi (diviner) in most villages; see “birth” above.

Islam 


Mosques      There are mosques in most villages, where the daily call to prayer is given, but without electricity there can be no loudspeakers. 


The imam at Ducie had his Islamic education from 1990 by making weekly visits to Mallam Ishaq in Wa every market day. Also Mallam Ishaq spends the whole of Ramadan (9th month) and Al-Adha (12th month) with him in Ducie to give teaching. As a result he can now read the Qur’an and has some understanding of Arabic.


One Bulenga mosque has been there for up to 100 years.  There has been an Ahmadiyya mosque in Bulenga since the 1960s.

Christianity


Churches  in surrounding areas include the following: [please complete the infm]

Assemblies of God = AOG –- Baptist = B –- Christ Frontiers -- Evangelical Church of Ghana = ECG -- Methodist = Me -- Catholic = RC -– Pen = Pentecostal – Wholistic Gospel Church International


Alex Kipo, pastor of  the Wholistic Gospel Church, was formerly a pastor with ECG. 

	
	AOG
	Bapt
	Cath
	CoP
	Xt Frnt
	ECG
	Meth
	Wholistic*
	misc
	mosque
	pr pl
	imam

	Bulenga
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	
	

	Busukan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chagu
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	1
	
	

	Ducie
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	Dupari
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gilan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gulumbele
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Motigu
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	

	Sogola
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tissa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	

	Torsa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




[Please supply these details for any churches and mosques in the villages]

PROMINENT CHAKALI

Mr Godfried Tangu Bayon, of Ducie, is MP for Wa East

Dr Henry Seidu Daanaa is Director of Chieftaincy Research at the Ministry of Chieftaincy and Culture, State House, Osu, Accra.  His achievement as a blind man in earning his Ph D at the London School of Economics in 1992 attracted the attention of British royalty.

CONTACTS

Daniel Kanganu, Ducie 

Iddrisu Abdulai, lecturer, Wa Polytechnic – knows Daniel Kanganu

   his son sells medicine outside High Court

Issahaku Salifu – Assemblyman, c/o Ducie Primary School, Box 2, Ducie

Joshua Zimpah – pastor, Wholistic Church   
 joshuazimpah@yahoo.co.uk
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